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Schuylkill County’s history is not solely a story about
coal mining and Molly Maguires. In the fertile agricul-
tural valleys between the Blue Mountain range in the
south and the Susquehanna River to the north, genera-
tions of farming families have helped feed their neigh-
bors in the mines, on the rails, on the
canals and in the towns between Port
Clinton and Zion Grove. 

For over two centuries, men and
women from across the county
served their country in a time of war.
Schuylkill County has sent soldiers
to fight in all of the major conflicts
since the Mexican War. During the
Civil War, two companies of
Schuylkill County men arrived in
Washington DC to help defend the
nation’s capital. History books now
call these men the “First Defenders.”
Today, the county boasts of a strong patriotic heritage
evident at Memorial Day, Fourth of July and Veterans
Day observances.

H i s t o r y    ( c o n t i n u e d ) The history of the region is also recorded through the tal-
ents of those who made their mark - not only locally - but
nationally as well. Tommy and Jimmy Dorsey of
Shenandoah and Les Brown of Reinerton became interna-
tionally renowned Big Band leaders. Pine Grove’s
Pulitzer Prize Winning Conrad Richter and Pottsville’s
John O’Hara made their mark on the literary scene. The

Pottsville Maroons, a professional
football team, earned the title of
NFL World Champions in 1925 only
to have the title taken away after
playing a team of college all stars in
Philadelphia.

Since 1950, Schuylkill County has
been dedicated to a total redevelop-
ment of its economic base. Once
dominated by Anthracite coal, the
county now features a diversified
economy that balances heavy manu-
facturing and service-related busi-

nesses. The spirit of the county’s populace, coupled with
the shared experiences of a rich heritage, marks
Schuylkill County as a truly unique community. ℑ

Schuy l k i l l  Coun ty  Hi s t o r i ca l  Soc i e t i e s  and  Museums
Ashland Area Historic
Preservation Society

Ashland
570.875.2632

www.ashlandpa.org

Cressona Historical Society
Cressona

570.385.0715

Frackville Area
Historical Society

Frackville
570.874.3219

Greater Shenandoah Area
Historical Society

Shenandoah
570.462.4643

Historical Society 
of Schuylkill County

Pottsville
570.622.7540

Jerry’s Classic Cars 
& Collectibles Museum

Pottsville
570.622.9510

www.jerrysmuseum.com

Jewish Museum 
of Eastern Pennsylvania

Pottsville
570.622.5890

Mahanoy Area 
Historical Society

Mahanoy City
570.773.1295

www.mahanoyarea
historicalsociety.com

Northern Berks Southern
Schuylkill Historical

Association
Port Clinton

610.562.9383

No. 9 Mine and Museum
Lansford

570.645.7074
no9mine.triod.com

Orwigsburg Historical 
Society & Museum

Orwigsburg
570.366.2334 

or 570.449.0930

Pine Grove Historical Society
Pine Grove

570.345.0157

Pioneer Tunnel Coal Mine
Ashland

570.875.3850
www.pioneertunnel.com

St. Clair Area 
Historical Society

St. Clair
570.429.1246

Schuylkill County 
Agricultural Museum

Summit Station
570.739.4792

Schuylkill Haven Area 
Historical Society
Schuylkill Haven

570.875.2632
www.ashlandpa.org

Schuylkill Historical 
Fire Society
Shenandoah

570.628.3691

Dr. James S. Shadle 
Nature Center

Schuylkill County Fairgrounds
Summit Station

570.622.4124 ext. 113

Tamaqua Historical Society
Tamaqua

570.668.5644

Tamaqua Train Station Gallery
Tamaqua

570.668.2770
www.tamaquastation.com

Tri-Valley Historical Society
Valley View

570.682.8130

Yuengling Brewery 
Museum & Gift Shop

Pottsville
570.628.4890

www.yuengling.com

H o u r s  a n d  t i m e s
o f  o p e r a t i o n  v a r y.

C a l l  f o r  d e t a i l s .




